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SUBJECT:  SCENESETTER  FOR  AMBASSADOR  CROCKER'S  VISIT  TO  CAIROClassif led  By:  DEPUTY  CHIEF  OF  MISSION  STUART  JONES.  REASONS:  1.4  (B)  and  (D) 

^1 . (S)  Welcome  to  Cairo. 

^2.  (S)  Cairo-Baghdad  Relations:  The  Egyptian  leadership  wants  assurances  that  the  USG  will  not  withdraw  from  Iraq  precipitously.  The  Egyptians 
^3.  (S)  The  best  thing  the  Baghdad  can  do  now  to  improve  relations  with  Cairo  is  appoint  a full-time  Ambassador.  The  GOE  is  still  stung  by  the 
^4.  (C)  Egypt  has  a strong  record  on  intelligence  liaison  and  blocking  foreign  fighters  en  route  to  Iraq.  This  has  included  several  arrests  her 
^4.  (C)  DEBT:  The  Egyptians  are  not  accustomed  to  forgiving  other  countries'  debts  and  regard  the  Iraqis  as  oil-rich.  MFA  reportedly  has  the  pc 
^5.  (S)  IRAN:  The  Egyptians  dismiss  news  reports  that  the  GOE  is  moving  towards  normalization  with  Iran.  Aboul  Gheit  met  with  his  Iranian  count 
^6.  (S)  Arab  League  Secretary  General  Amre  Moussa  is  one  of  the  few  Arab  leaders  to  serially  visit  Baghdad.  (Aboul  Gheit  will  not  go).  The  Aral 
^7.  (C)  Moussa  met  with  Turkish  Foreign  Minister  Ali  Babacan  October  18,  and  reportedly  advised  against  Turkish  intervention  in  northern  Iraq, 


